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VISION

Located at the intersection of two key corridors into the heart of the City of Sacramen-
to, the Thomas Jefferson Elementary School site currently consists of a historic build-
ing flanked by underutilized land. The property was once contemplated as a center
for cultural unity. Sacramento Native American Health Center and Domus Develop-
ment share a vision for this site that builds upon this unrealized legacy. In a way that is
uniquely Sacramentan, our proposal is to preserve this critical part of history and build
a complementary edifice that will serve as a beacon for the future. This site will be
home to functions that celebrate history, culture, and equity. In light of the high-pro-
file disposition of school district land, this use provides a unifying opportunlty to rally
community and political support. '

PROPOSAL

Sacramento Native American Health Center and Domus Development propose 1o ac-
quire the site from the Sactamento City Unified School District. Section 17482 of the
California Education Code allows for the disposition of school district land that con-
tains buildings of historic value to a nonprofit organization for the purpose of main-
taining the property as a historical resource. Our proposal includes the preservation
of the historic school building and adjacent property into a tribal life center complete
with a health clinic, cultural heritage center, and affordable housing.

Located at the prominent corner of 16th and N Streets, Jefferson School opened as
an elementary school in 1922, and later served as the Sacramento City Unified School
District's administrative headquarters for nearly 45 years, Development of the site will
involve securing the property’s designation on the National Register of Historic Places
and its adaptive reuse into a mixed-use tribal life center. The 92-year-old building will
be meticulously restored to its original beauty, and each component will be distinct
and include original fabric from the former school. More importantly, the building will
be improved to meet applicable building code standards, including seismic retrofit-
ting. Juxtaposed with the historic building will be a grand and modern edifice at the
high-profile intersection. The Sacramento Native American Health Center will operate
a clinic, cultural center, and community-serving building that celebrates the Native
American community and heritage, The building will be home to approximately 50
apartment homes and 50,000 square feet of community and clinic space. Health ser-
vices will include primary medical care, health education, counseling services, and
administrative offices. The community center will provide indoor and outdoor space
for gatherings, celebrations, and cultural activities. The cultural center will include ex-
hibits that detail not just Native American history but the vibrant contemporary tribal
experience. This component promises to have statewide draw as a unique and com-
pelling hub of Native American life.
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