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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Julie:Introduce Kate and Sean, and their roles/positions with MCDAC. Thank them for their time.Appreciate the opportunity for MCDAC to attend, present and work with this group on access to care for our citizens.We want to share items on the dental side that are 



Main Items for Today  

• General Anesthesia update and All Plan 
Letter 15-012  

• Internal State Audit 
• Little Hoover Commission 
• State Dental Director 
• MCDAC Activities 
• Coordination between Dental Plans and 

Health Plans, and Other Considerations 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Julie:Main topics for today:  see slideWe would like to provide information on the following significant items that are impacting dental care for Medi-Cal beneficiaries in Sacramento County.Turn over to Sean.



General Anesthesia Update 
 and APL 15-012 

• MCPs must assist providers and beneficiaries 
with the prior authorization process as a 
form of care coordination to avoid situations 
where services are unduly delayed 

• APL 15-012 issued/updated on 8/21/2015 
continues to cause confusion and denials of 
requests for General Anesthesia services 

• http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Pag
es/MMCDPlanPolicyLtrs.aspx  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sean:MCPs must assist providers and beneficiaries with the prior authorization process as a form of care coordination to avoid situations where services are unduly delayed. MCPs must cover services related to dental procedures that require general anesthesia and are provided by individuals other than dental personnel, including any associated prescription drugs, laboratory services, physical examinations required for admission to a medical facility, outpatient surgical center services, and inpatient hospitalization services required for a dental procedure;MCPs shall reimburse facility fees for services provided in any hospital, ambulatory surgery center, that meet the requirements set forth in this policy provided by either dental personnel or individuals other than dental personnel; MCPs must coordinate all necessary non-anesthesia covered services provided to a beneficiary.Beneficiaries may receive treatment for a dental procedure provided under general anesthesia by a physician anesthesiologist in the settings listed below if the MCP determines the setting is appropriate and according to the established criteria:� Hospital Accredited ambulatory surgical center Dental office A community clinicAuthorization for general anesthesia provided by a physician anesthesiologist to a beneficiary during an inpatient stay must be part of the authorization for the inpatient admission.Updated language in APL 15-012 causing confusion with different interpretations provided by state medical side and the state dental side.Challenges in Sacramento County include:  No known Ambulatory Surgical Centers that currently accept Medi-Cal patients.  A limited number of dentists that do in-office anesthesia procedures.  Current number is unknown.  Limited number of specialty dentists with hospital privileges and very limited days/times for dental surgeries in hospitals .  Denials of cases that would have been approved prior to the updated APL.  Denials are causing cancellation of Operating Room time in hospitals – where limited time is available. Concern that continued cancelations will reduce future dental time alloted. Supporting document – APL 15-012 .

http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Pages/MMCDPlanPolicyLtrs.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Pages/MMCDPlanPolicyLtrs.aspx


Internal State Audit 

• No established criteria for assessing utilization 
under Fee-For-Service model 

• Some counties lack any active providers for 
children in Medi-Cal 

• Annual review of reimbursement rates not done in 
more than 10 years 

• Data collection insufficient to meet federal and 
state requirements 

• Increase in individuals from 2.7 to 6.4 million 
possible with recent federal and state law changes 

• https://www.auditor.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2013-
125.pdf  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sean:Audit Highlights:Although the proportion of children who had at least one dental procedure performed during the year —utilization rate—increased each year from 2011 to 2013, Health Care Services has not established criteria for assessing utilization rates under the fee-for-service model.While overall California appears to have an adequate number of active providers to meet the dental needs of child beneficiaries, some counties lacked active providers for children in the program.  California’s reimbursement rates for the 10 dental procedures most frequently authorized for payment within the program in 2012 averaged $21.60—only 35 percent of the national average for these same procedures in 2011.It is estimated that recent changes in federal and state laws could increase the number of individuals using dental services through Medi‑Cal from 2.7 million to as many as 6.4 million. Health Care Services has not reviewed reimbursement rates annually as required and thus, may remain unaware of their impact on access to dental services.Health Care Services has not enforced certain contract provisions related to increasing utilization. Health Care Services’ current data collection efforts lack the specificity required to fully meet federal and state reporting requirements.�

https://www.auditor.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2013-125.pdf
https://www.auditor.ca.gov/pdfs/reports/2013-125.pdf


Little Hoover Commission 

• A request from Senator Pan and Assembly 
Member Woods sent to Little Hoover 
Commission in April 2015 

• Study undertaken:  Two public hearings – 
September and November 2015 

• Study results may be available in Spring 
2016 

• http://www.lhc.ca.gov/  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kate:The Commission’s first hearing in September focused on the current issues faced by Denti-Cal providers and participants. In the November hearing, the Commission explored possible solutions and alternatives to the problems currently experienced in the Denti-Cal program including:  - targeted reimbursement increases, - a greater emphasis on reaching the underserved in their neighborhoods,  - the dynamic between funding prevention versus restorative care and ideas for emerging dental technologies. The Commission also heard testimony about the needs of adults in the Denti-Cal program following the restoration of adult dental coverage in 2014.Representatives from Regional Centers gave testimony about the challenges faced by disabled adults.  Several disabled adults and their parents attended, with parents explaining the needs and challenges of dental care for their disabled adult children. 

http://www.lhc.ca.gov/


State Dental Director 

• The State Dental Director position was 
approved in last year’s budget 

• Some Federal funding opportunities are 
only available to States with Dental 
Directors 

• Position finally filled this summer: 
   Dr. Jayanth Kumar   (916) 552-9896 
    Jayanth.Kumar@cdph.ca.gov  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kate:Jayanth Kumar, 61, of Clifton Park, NY, has been appointed state dental director in the Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion at the California Department of Public Health.  Dr. Kumar has been director of the Bureau of Dental Health at the New York State Department of Health since 2012, where he has served in several positions since 1980, including director of oral health surveillance and research and director of the New York State Dental Public Health Residency.He has been an associate professor at the University of Albany School of Public Health since 1990 and was a dentist in private practice from 1980 to 2008.Dr. Kumar is chair of the Association of State and Territorial Dental Directors’ Perinatal Oral Health Committee and a member of the American Dental Association’s National Fluoridation Advisory Committee.He earned a Doctor of Dentistry degree from Bangalore University and a Master of Public Health degree from the Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

mailto:Jayanth.Kumar@cdph.ca.gov


Activities 

• Continuing to connect with DHCS 
• Providing input to procedures and policies 

via DHCS stakeholder input processes 
• Support of Virtual Dental Home  
• New Family Resource Center staff 

training by Dental Plan staff 
• Individual member contribution at Little 

Hoover Commission Hearings on Denti-Cal 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sean / Kate / Julie –Continue to connect with DHCS – continue interactions, recommendations, encouraging their presence and participation in MCDAC, etc.Provide input whenever possibleSupport VDH and mechanisms for VDH in Sacramento CountyAll Dental Plans participating in the New Staff training of Family Resource Center Staff.  Training dates in September, October, November and December.Individuals who are MCDAC members and others who actively participate in MCDAC spoke at both Little Hoover Commission Hearings.



Coordination between Dental 
Plans and Health Plans 

 and Other Considerations  

• Ideas on ways to coordinate and 
increase access to care? 

• Pediatricians involvement as a 
trusted professional 

• Pediatricians can administer 
fluoride varnishes in office 
 

8 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sean   or Kate:Also, possible opportunity for questions and any points of clarification.Julie available for back up.



MCDAC Contacts 
• Terrence Jones, DDS    • Kate Varanelli, RDH 
 First 5 Commissioner         Smile Keepers Program   
    and MCDAC Chair        and MCDAC Vice-Chair 
 (916) 929-6631        (916) 875-6259 
  twj.5252@yahoo.com       varanellik@saccounty.net  
 
• Sean O’Brien     •  Julie Beyers 
 Director Dental Operations   First 5 Oral Health Planner 
  Health Net of California        and MCDAC Staff Support 
 (818) 543-9021         (916) 876-6529 
 Sean.O’Brien@healthnet.com  beyersju@saccounty.net  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Julie:We have provided contact information for your use.

mailto:twj.5252@yahoo.com
mailto:varanellik@saccounty.net
mailto:Sean.OBrien@healthnet.com
mailto:beyersju@saccounty.net
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